STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO No. 32-33-34, Sector 17-C, Chandigarh
Sh. Sham Lal Saini,

H. No. 50/30A, Ramgali N.M. Bagh,

Ludhiana. 








---Complainant

Vs.

Public Information Officer, 

O/o Director Public Instruction (SE)

Punjab, SCO No. 95-97,

Sector 17-D,

Chandigarh.








  ---Respondent

C.C. No.1134 of 2009

ORDER

Present:
Complainant Sh. Sham Lal Saini in person.



None for the respondent. 


The Order was reserved on 30.11.2009 and was announced in the open court on 16.12.2009.  The following statement of Complainant Sh. Sham Lal Saini was stated in the order: -



“a)
No information till date;

b)
Respondent has not been present either today or on any of the earlier two hearings; 

c)
The Complainant demands penalty and compensation for detriment suffered by him; and

d)
RTI Act 2005 has been violated with impunity and the orders of the Hon’ble Commission have been defied blatantly.”



A penalty of Rs. 25,000/- was imposed on the PIO C/o Director Public Instruction (S.E.) Punjab.  I had also recommended disciplinary action against the said officer.    No information haws been provided and none of the directions of the Commission have been complied with.   The conduct of the respondent is defiant and stems from an attitude of callousness and disobedience. 



One more opportunity is granted to the Respondent to comply with the directions of the Commission.   A copy of the order be sent to the Secretary Education, Punjab for implementation of the orders of the Commission in letter and spirit.   A copy of the order dated 16.12.2009 is also being sent to the Chief Secretary, Punjab and Principal Secretary Education to implement the directions of the Commission. 



Respondent is also directed to provide the information sought to the complainant forthwith. 











Contd…..2/-

-:2:-



To come up on 07.04.2010 at 12.00 Noon in the Chamber for confirmation of compliance. 



Copies of the order be sent to the parties.










    Sd/-
Chandigarh.





   
     Mrs. Ravi Singh

Dated: 08.02.2010




State Information Commissioner

C.C.

1. The Chief Secretary, Punjab, Chandigarh.

2. Secretary Education, Punjab, Chandigarh.
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO No. 32-33-34, Sector 17-C, Chandigarh
Ms. Charanjit Kaur

d/o Sh. Sampooran Singh,

5-A, A.S.S.M. College flats,

VPO Mukandpur,

Distt. Shahid Bhagat Singh Nagar.




---Complainant

Vs.

Public Information Officer, 

O/o Sub-Divisional Magistrate,

Amritsar.







        ---Respondent

C.C. No.2438 of 2009

ORDER

Present:
None for the complainant.



Sh. Paramjit Singh, Sub-Divisional Magistrate, Amritsar for Respondent. 



Reply to the show cause notice has been provided.  I am satisfied that there was no malafide intention of delay in providing the information.   The delay was mainly due to different sections in the D.C. Office who had been appointed as PIO and APIO.  As far as the information is concerned, Respondent states that mutation which is demanded by the complainant could only be done in the presence of the complainant or one of her representatives at the office of Tehsildar, which has not been done so far.  Respondent has given this in writing.



In the meantime, Sh. Gurmej Singh, husband of the complainant appeared in the court and stated: 

“The mutation has been entered and he submits documentary proof of the same.  However, the mutation has not been sanctioned so far.”

Directions are given to the Complainant to visit the office of respondent and Respondent assured that the needful will be done at the earlier.

The Complainant is satisfied.  Accordingly, the matter is disposed of and closed. 

 

Copies of the order be sent to the parties.










Sd/-
Chandigarh.





   
     Mrs. Ravi Singh

Dated: 08.02.2010




State Information Commissioner

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO No. 32-33-34, Sector 17-C, Chandigarh
Sh. Parminder Singh,

S/o Sh. Pritam Singh,

H. No. 305, Padhian Street,

Dhuri Gate,

Sangrur.








---Complainant

Vs.

Public Information Officer, 

O/o Zila Parisad,

Sangrur.








  ---Respondent

C.C. No.2813 & 2836 of 2008

ORDER

Present:
None for the Complainant.

Sh. Parveen Kumar, APIO and Sh. Amit Mehta, advocate for the respondent.



None is present on behalf of the Complainant.



Sh. Amit Mehta present with the respondent submitted an application for recalling the orders whereby penalty of Rs. 25,000/- was imposed upon the respondent.  In Para 5 of the application, he has taken a plea that in the order dated 01.04.2009, respondent has been shown to be present but tin the order dated 13.07.2009, it is wrongly mentioned that on the last date of hearing, none was present on behalf of the respondent.    This is a clerical error.  The penalty has been imposed for causing the delay in supply of the information and on the demand of the complainant as mentioned in Para 2 of the order dated 13.07.2009.    Since there is no provision of review or recall of the order passed by the Commission as per the RTI Act, 2005, therefore, the present review is not maintainable.   Respondent is directed to comply with the orders of the Commission dated 23.12.2009 in letter and spirit.



To come up on 08.04.2010 at 12.00 Noon in the Chamber for confirmation of compliance. 

Copies of the order be sent to the parties.










   Sd/-
Chandigarh.





   
     Mrs. Ravi Singh

Dated: 08.02.2010




State Information Commissioner

       STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO No. 32-33-34, Sector 17-C, Chandigarh
Sh. Surinder Singh,

S/o Sh. Malkit Singh,

H. No. 12, Sector 4,

Guru Gian Vihar,

Near Jawaddi Kalan,

P.O. Basant Avenue,

Ludhiana.








---Complainant

Vs.

Public Information Officer, 

O/o Distt. Education Officer (S) (REGISTERED)

Ludhiana.








  ---Respondent

C.C. No.2338 of 2008

ORDER

Present:
Complainant Sh. Surinder Singh in person.

None for the respondent.



In the earlier order dated 23.12.2009, a penalty of Rs. 25,000/- was imposed on the PIO C/o District Education Officer (s) Ludhiana which was to be shared by Mrs. Varsha Shukla and Sh. Santokh Singh, Superintendent in ratio of 50:50.



No one is present on behalf of the Respondent and none of the directions of the Commission have been followed.  The conduct of the respondent is defiant and stems from an attitude of callousness and disobedience. 



One more opportunity is granted to the Respondent to comply with the directions of the Commission.   A copy of the order be sent to the Secretary Education, Punjab for implementation of the orders of the Commission in letter and spirit.   Copy of the order also be sent to Chief Secretary, Punjab and Principal Secretary Education, Punjab for implementation of the directions of the Commission.

Respondent is also directed to provide the information sought to the complainant forthwith. 



To come up on 08.04.2010 at 12.00 Noon in the Chamber for further proceedings. 










Contd….2/-

-:2:-

Copies of the order be sent to the parties.










  Sd/-
Chandigarh.





   
     Mrs. Ravi Singh

Dated: 08.02.2010




State Information Commissioner


After the hearing was over, Ms. Varsha Shukla, PIO came present and submitted a copy of the Challan form in evidence of payment of penalty amount in the State Treasury.  She has been informed of the next date of hearing. 










     Sd/-
Chandigarh.





   
     Mrs. Ravi Singh

Dated: 08.02.2010




State Information Commissioner
     STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO No. 32-33-34, Sector 17-C, Chandigarh
Sh. Mehar Singh,

S/o Sh. Maggar Singh,

C/o Lady Dr. Rano, M.D.

Village Kamalke (Bhodi wala)

P.O. Dharamkot,

Tehsil & District Moga.






---Complainant

Vs.

Public Information Officer, 

O/o Distt. Transport Officer, Moga.




 ---Respondent

C.C. No.2209 of 2009

ORDER

Present:
Complainant Sh. Mehar Singh in person.



None for the Respondent.



No information has been provided to the complaint in spite of the directions issued vide order dated 22.12.2009.   Penalty of Rs. 25,000/- was imposed on the respondent and I had directed the Principal Secretary Transport, Punjab to cause recovery of the amount of penalty made from the salary of the respondent under intimation to the Commission.  It is a sad state of affairs that the Transport office does not take the RTI Act 2005 seriously.  



I am attaching a copy of the order dated 22.12.2009 to the Chief Secretary, Punjab so that the orders of the Commission are implemented in letter and spirit. 



None was present on behalf of the Respondent on the last hearing and similar is the case today.   Therefore, in addition to the above, in exercise of powers conferred under Section 20(2) of the RTI Act 2005, I hereby recommend to the concerned authority for disciplinary action against the PIO C/o Distt. Transport Officer, Moga under the Service Rules applicable to him for having denied the information to the applicant without any reasonable cause.   A copy of this order be sent to the Chief Secretary, Punjab.

 

To come up on 08.04.2010 at 12.00 Noon in the Chamber for further proceedings. 

Copies of the order be sent to the parties.










    Sd/-
Chandigarh.





   
     Mrs. Ravi Singh

Dated: 08.02.2010




State Information Commissioner
C.C. 
The Chief Secretary, Punjab, Chandigarh.

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO No. 32-33-34, Sector 17-C, Chandigarh
Sh. Gurjail Singh,

S/o Sh. Harnam Singh,

Ex-Panch,

Village Bahmna,

Tehsil Samana,

Distt. Patiala.








---Complainant

Vs.

Public Information Officer, 

O/o Tehsildar,

Samana. 








---Respondent

C.C. No.2425 of 2009

ORDER

Present:
None for the Complainant.



Sh. Shiv Kumar, Tehsildar, Samana for respondent.


Respondent states that the complainant has asked for non-encumbrance certificates vide letter dated 29.01.2010.   He has been asked to give the dates of these certificates so that the same could be supplied to him.  He has, however, not yet given the said dates.   He further states that the information would be supplied soon after hearing from the complainant. 



One more opportunity is granted to the Complainant Sh. Gurjail Singh to give necessary particulars to the Respondent so that the information sought may be provided to him. 



Reply to the show cause notice has been provided.  I am satisfied that no malafide intention was involved in delay in supply of information to the complainant.   The information pertaining to point no. 7 only is pending.  If nothing is heard from the Complainant, it will be presumed that the complainant is satisfied. 



To come up on 08.04.2010 at 12.00 Noon in the Chamber for further proceedings.



Copies of the orders be sent to the parties.










    Sd/-
Chandigarh.





   
     Mrs. Ravi Singh

Dated: 08.02.2010




State Information Commissioner









Contd….2/-

-:2:-



After the hearing was over, the complainant Sh. Gurjail Singh appeared.   He has been advised about today’s proceedings. 










   Sd/-
Chandigarh.





   
     Mrs. Ravi Singh

Dated: 08.02.2010




State Information Commissioner
     STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO No. 32-33-34, Sector 17-C, Chandigarh
Amarjit Kaur

H. No. 292,

Anand Nagar-A,

Near Park,

Patiala.








---Complainant

Vs.

Public Information Officer, 

O/o S.M.O. Civil Hospital,

Samana.








---Respondent

C.C. No.2966 of 2008

ORDER

Present:
Complainant Amarjit Kaur in person.



Dr. Amarjit Singh, S.M.O. Civil Hospital, Samana for respondent.



Part information has been provided to the complainant and some is still pending.   One more opportunity is granted to the Respondent to provide complete information to the Complainant. 



The respondent states that it is difficult to find such old records.  Therefore, he has been advised to give the circumstances under which the information has been lost / gone missing.  Respondent also states that reply to the show cause notice will be provided on the next date of hearing. 

 

To come up on 07.04.2010 at 12.00 Noon in the Chamber for further proceedings.



Copies of the orders be sent to the parties.










     Sd/-
Chandigarh.





   
     Mrs. Ravi Singh

Dated: 08.02.2010




State Information Commissioner
     STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO No. 32-33-34, Sector 17-C, Chandigarh
Sh. Mangat Arora, Advocate,

District Courts, Faridkot.



                              ---Complainant

Vs.

Public Information Officer, 

O/o District Transport Officer,

Faridkot.



                                                    ---Respondent

C.C. No. 2364 of 2008

Order

Present:
Sh. Rahul Chhatwal, advocate for the Complainant.



Sh. Jiwan Lal, Jr. Assistant for the Respondent.



Information has been provided to the complainant in the presence of the court.    Complainant needs time to study.  Therefore, another date is granted.



The matter regarding show cause notice will also be taken up on the next hearing.



To come up on 08.04.2010 at 12.00 Noon in the Chamber for confirmation of compliance.



Copies of order be sent to both the parties.










    Sd/-
Chandigarh.





   
     Mrs. Ravi Singh

Dated: 08.02.2010




State Information Commissioner
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO No. 32-33-34, Sector 17-C, Chandigarh
Sh. Mukhtiar Singh

s/o Sh. Ajhmer Singh,

R/o Moonak,

Tehsil Moonak,

Distt. Sangrur.






         ---Complainant

Vs.

Public Information Officer, 

O/o Deputy Commissioner, (REGISTERED)

Sangrur.








---Respondent

C.C. No. 2843 of 2008

Order

Present:
Complainant Sh. Mukhtiar Singh in person.



None for the respondent.



In the earlier hearing dated 14.12.2009, Sh. Mukhtiar Singh had come after the hearing and informed the court that no information has been provided.  Today again, respondent is not present.



The complainant states that his application was filed on 18.09.2009 and considerable time has passed since then.  Therefore, PIO C/o Deputy Commissioner, Sangrur is hereby issued a show cause notice as to why a penalty under Section 20(1) of RTI Act, 2005 @ Rs. 250/- per day subject to maximum of Rs.25000/- be not imposed on him till the information is furnished.  



In addition to the written reply, the PIO is also hereby given an opportunity u/s 20(1) proviso thereto for a personal hearing before the imposition of such penalty on the next date of hearing.  He may take note that in case he does not file his written reply and does not avail himself of the opportunity of personal hearing on the date fixed, it will be presumed that he has nothing to say and the Commission shall proceed to take further proceedings against him ex parte. 

Therefore, a show cause notice is sent to the PIO 



The information should also be provided to the Complainant within 15 days.

 

To come up on 07.04.2010 at 12.00 Noon in the Chamber for confirmation of compliance.



Copies of order be sent to both the parties.










   Sd/-
Chandigarh.





   
     Mrs. Ravi Singh

Dated: 08.02.2010




State Information Commissioner
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO No. 32-33-34, Sector 17-C, Chandigarh
Sh. Atma Ram

s/o Late Sh. Milkhi Ram,

# 17772, Khaddar Bhandar Wali Gali,

Bibi wala Road,

Bathinda.








 ---Complainant

Vs.

Public Information Officer, 

O/o Tehsildar,

Bathinda.








---Respondent

C.C. No. 3146 of 2008

Order

Present:
Complainant Sh. Atma Ram in person.



None for the respondent.



In the earlier order dated 16.12.2009, a penalty of Rs. 10,000/- was imposed on the PIO.   



However, none is present today on behalf of the respondent.  Nor has any communication been received.

 

One more opportunity is granted to the Respondent to comply with the directions of the Commission.   A copy of the order be sent to the Deputy Commissioner, Bathinda along with a copy each to the Secretary Revenue, Punjab for implementation of the orders of the Commission in letter and spirit.   A copy of the order is also being sent to the Principal Secretary Revenue, Punjab to implement the directions of the Commission. 



Respondent is also directed to provide the information sought to the complainant forthwith. 

 

To come up on 08.04.2010 at 12.00 Noon in the Chamber for confirmation of compliance.



Copies of order be sent to both the parties.










    Sd/-
Chandigarh.





   
     Mrs. Ravi Singh

Dated: 08.02.2010




State Information Commissioner
C.C. The Chief Secretary, Punjab, Chandigarh. 

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO No. 32-33-34, Sector 17-C, Chandigarh
Sh. Karan Jasbir Singh

s/o Late Sh. Ajmer Singh,

H. No. 2737-A, Sector 70,

Mohali.








 ---Complainant

Vs.

Public Information Officer, 

O/o Tehsildar,

Kharar.








---Respondent

C.C. No. 1352 of 2009
Order

Present:
None for the Complainant.



Sh. Rajesh Dhiman, Tehsildar, Kharar for the respondent.



The penalty amount of Rs. 25,000/- has been deposited in the State Treasury on 06.02.2010 as per copy of the Challan submitted by the respondent.  The explanation has also been provided by the respondent stating: 

“The information has already been provided to the complainant.  The fine / penalty of Rs. 25,000/- imposed by the court has been deposited in the Treasury on 06.02.2010 vide Challan no. 002.  A copy of the Challan is attached.


The orders of the Commission have been complied in letter and spirit and will be compiled with in future also.”



In view of the submissions made by the respondent, no disciplinary action is required to be initiated against the said officer.



The matter is hereby disposed of and closed.  

Copies of order be sent to both the parties.










     Sd/-
Chandigarh.





   
     Mrs. Ravi Singh

Dated: 08.02.2010




State Information Commissioner
Copy to:

1. The Deputy Commissioner, Mohali.

2. The Chief Secretary, Punjab, Chandigarh.

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO No. 32-33-34, Sector 17-C, Chandigarh
Sh. Gurmeet Singh

s/o Sh. Pannu Ram,

H. NO. 336/30,

Mistrianwali Gali No. 1,

Patti Malonki,

Moga.









 ---Complainant

Vs.

Public Information Officer, 

O/o Distt. Education Officer (Elementary)

Moga.









---Respondent

C.C. No. 2183 of 2008
Order

Present:
None for the parties.



A telephonic communication has been received from the Complainant stating that the compensation amount of Rs. 2,500/- has not been received by him. 



Today, none is present on behalf of the respondent PIO nor any of the directions of the Commission have been followed. 

 
 
A copy of the order be sent to the Secretary Education, Punjab for implementation of the orders of the Commission in letter and spirit.   A copy of the order is also being sent to the Chief Secretary, Punjab and Principal Secretary Education to implement the directions of the Commission. 

 

In addition to the above, in exercise of powers conferred under Section 20(2) of the RTI Act 2005, I hereby recommend to the concerned authority for taking disciplinary action against the PIO C/o Distt. Education Officer (Elementary) Moga under the Service Rules applicable to him for having denied the information to the applicant without any reasonable cause. 



Respondent is also directed to provide the information sought to the complainant forthwith. 








To come up on 08.04.2010 at 12.00 Noon in the Chamber for confirmation of compliance. 











Contd….2/-

-:2:-



Copies of the order be sent to the parties.










    Sd/-
Chandigarh.





   
     Mrs. Ravi Singh

Dated: 08.02.2010




State Information Commissioner

C.C.

1. The Chief Secretary, Punjab, Chandigarh.

2. Secretary Education, Punjab, Chandigarh.
     STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO No. 32-33-34, Sector 17-C, Chandigarh
Sh. Rakesh Kumar Singla

Press Correpsodnent,

Near O.B.C. Bank,

Lehra Gaga – 148031 (Distt. Sangrur)




 ---Complainant

Vs.

Public Information Officer, 

O/o Deputy Commissioner,

Sangrur.








---Respondent

A.C. No. 300 of 2009
Order
Present:




The payment of compensation amount of Rs. 1,000/- awarded in favour of the complainant has been made.



No objections or discrepancies have been pointed out about the information provided to the Complainant.



Accordingly, the matter is hereby disposed of and closed. 

 

Copies of the order be sent to the parties.










    Sd/-
Chandigarh.





   
     Mrs. Ravi Singh

Dated: 08.02.2010




State Information Commissioner

      STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO No. 32-33-34, Sector 17-C, Chandigarh
Sh. Inderjit Singh

S/o Sh. Kuldip Singh,

Ward No. 12,

H. No. 374,

VPO Tanda – 144203. 

(Distt. Hoshiarpur) 







 ---Complainant

Vs.

Public Information Officer, 

O/o Director Public Instruction (Secondary)

Punjab,

Chandigarh.








---Respondent

C.C. No. 3039 of 2008
Order

Present:
None for the Complainant.



Ms. Pankaj Sharma, Asstt. Director for Respondent. 



A letter has been presented by the respondent stating names of PIOs at different points of time. 



I direct the Principal Secretary, School Education, Punjab to cause the recovery of the amount of penalty made from the relevant PIOs under intimation to the Commission.

 

To come up on 07.04.2010 at 12.00 Noon in the Chamber for confirmation of compliance. 



Copies of the order be sent to the parties.










     Sd/-
Chandigarh.





   
     Mrs. Ravi Singh

Dated: 08.02.2010




State Information Commissioner

C.C. 
The Principal Secretary, School Education, Punjab, Chandigarh.

      STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO No. 32-33-34, Sector 17-C, Chandigarh
Sh. Malkit Singh

S/o Sh. Gajjan Singh,

Village Sohan Ke (Mamdot Hithar)

P.O. Mamdot,

Tehsil & Distt. Ferozepur.






 ---Complainant

Vs.

Public Information Officer, 

O/o District Forest Officer,

Ferozepur.








---Respondent

A.C. No. 668 of 2008
Order

Present:
None for the complainant.



Complainant Malkit Singh visited the office of respondent on 05.02.2010.  



Directions are given that the record which has been brought to the court should be sent to the complainant by registered post. 



The matter is hereby closed and disposed of. 



Copies of the order be sent to the parties.










   Sd/-
Chandigarh.





   
     Mrs. Ravi Singh

Dated: 08.02.2010




State Information Commissioner

        STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO No. 32-33-34, Sector 17-C, Chandigarh
Sh. Sham Lal Singla 

S/o Sh. Jaitu Ram,

B-325, Guru Nanak Colony,

Sangrur.








---Complainant

Vs.

Public Information Officer, 

O/o Prem Sabha High School, 

Sangrur. 








  ---Respondent

C.C. No.2060 of 2008

ORDER

Present:
Complainant Sh. Sham Lal  Singla in person.



None for the respondent. 



In the earlier order dated 22.12.2009, a penalty of Rs. 25,000/- was imposed on the PIO C/o Prem Sabha High School, Sangrur which was to be deposited in the State Treasury within ten days of the receipt of the orders. 



None of the directions of the Commission have been complied with nor is any one present on behalf of the Respondent today.   I am sending a copy of the earlier order dated 22.12.2009 to the Education Secretary and also to the Chief Secretary, Punjab for implementing the orders of the Commission in letter and spirit. 



Also a letter has been provided by the Complainant stating since the information has been delayed, therefore, he is entitled to compensation. 



I am not taking up the issue of compensation till the earlier order is implemented. 

 

To come up on 07.04.2010 at 12.00 Noon in the Chamber for confirmation of compliance. 



Copies of the order be sent to the parties.










    Sd/-
Chandigarh.





   
     Mrs. Ravi Singh

Dated: 08.02.2010




State Information Commissioner






Contd…2/-

-:2:-
 

After the hearing was over, Sh. P.C. Jain, Secretary of Respondent school,  came present on behalf of the respondent.   He submitted a certificate of date issued by Sh. Vipul Jindal, Advocate to the effect that CWP No. 2097 of 2010 filed before the Hon’ble Punjab & Haryana High Court, challenging the order of penalty came up for hearing today and the court has granted the interim stay.   


Since the matter is subjudice and is under scrutiny of the Hon’ble High Court, therefore, the case is adjourned sine die. 










    Sd/-
Chandigarh.





   
     Mrs. Ravi Singh

Dated: 08.02.2010




State Information Commissioner

